October 22, 2009

James Church in April 1965. Her Maid of
Honor was Monica Kircher Brady, her best
friend at Seton since their sophomore year.
Clara and Walter had five children—Anne,
Walter, Eric, Anthony and Aaron. Their mar-
riage ended in 1978, and Clara had to raise
their five children as a single parent.

Clara went to work in the office of U.S.
Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) in October
1981. She served as the assistant to the Chief
of Staff and the Press Secretary. After twen-
ty-six years in the Senate, she retired in Oc-
tober 2007 as Deputy Chief of Staff to Sen-
ator Leahy. While working for Senator
Leahy, she returned to college to complete
her degree. In May 1996, she graduated
summa cum laude from Bowie State Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Public Administration. As Deputy Chief of
Staff to Senator Leahy, Clara helped estab-
lish the Leahy Women’s Economic Oppor-
tunity Conference which is now in its 13th
year. The Leahy Women’s Conference focuses
on the career and business development of
Vermont women and is open to all women
free of charge. Women learn the skills of run-
ning their own business, writing a financial
plan, and sharpening their computer and per-
sonal skills for a new job or career change.
She was the intern coordinator for the Leahy
College Internship Program, which offers
young women and men the opportunity for a
close-up view of their government and the
workings of a Senator’s office. Clara also
served as the Chief Financial Clerk for the
Senate Judiciary Committee where she
helped with the administration of the Com-
mittee and prepared committee budgets for
Chairman Leahy.

In November 2008, she temporarily re-
turned to the U.S. Senate to help start up
the office of the newly-elected Senator Mark
Warner (D-VA). In March 2009, she went back
to her retirement life and is now enjoying
time with her children and eleven grand-
children. Two of her granddaughters have
followed their Grandmother’s footsteps in at-
tending Seton. Clara Bannigan graduated in
May 2009, and is a freshman at Christopher
Newport University studying music; and
Alice Bannigan is a sophomore this year.

Clara and her family live in Bowie, Mary-
land, since 1971 and are members of St. Pius
X Church. Clara is an active member of the
Seton Alumna and is proud to be a member
of the first graduating class of Elizabeth
Seton High School, the Class of 1963.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO BETTY TAYMOR

e Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I welcome
this opportunity to bring to the atten-
tion of my colleagues in the Senate
that today is the 40th anniversary of
the founding of the Center for Women
in Politics and Public Policy at the
John W. McCormack Graduate School
of Policy Studies at the University of
Massachusetts Boston.

I especially want to recognize the
leadership of Betty Taymor, the re-
markable founder of this program.

Because of Betty, more than 700
women have been educated in the pro-
grams of the center. It is incredibly ad-
mired today on the local, State, and
national levels, and it is an honor for
us to join in congratulating Betty for
her unique achievement.

My colleagues and I in our State del-
egation in Congress have sent a letter
to Betty congratulating her on this im-
pressive milestone of public service in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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and our Nation. I look forward to the
center’s continuing leadership and
achievements in the years ahead and I
ask that our letter be printed in the
RECORD. The information follows:

Ms. Betty Taymor,

Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy,
McCormack Graduate School of Policy
Studies, University of Massachusetts—Bos-

ton, 100 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA.
DEAR MS. TAYMOR: We, the members of the

Massachusetts delegation in the United
States Congress join in tribute as your
friends and colleagues gather to celebrate
your extraordinary achievements. You have
indeed run against many prevailing winds,
and been energized, not subdued, by the chal-
lenges you’ve faced.

We recommend your inspiring book, Run-
ning against the Wind, to anyone who seeks
to understand the progress made by Amer-
ican women in the second half of the last
century.

You entered public service as a volunteer,
an honorable role shared by many idealistic
women throughout our history and were cru-
cial to the abolition of slavery and the eman-
cipation of women. During the Second World
War, you joined with others on the home
front in the important work of the Red
Cross. In time, you sought and won positions
of greater responsibility and authority, in
Massachusetts and in the national Demo-

cratic Party.
You were a personal mentor to many, yet

you wanted to do more. With characteristic
energy, you created an institutional embodi-
ment of your example in the Program for
Women in Politics & Public Policy. This eve-
ning’s celebration is dedicated to your vision
and to the support of the Betty Taymor
Fund to further the education of women who
share your intellectual and moral fervor.
Your courage and determination continue to
inspire all good citizens, both men and
women, who are committed to equal rights

and equal opportunity.
We unite in gratitude and congratulation,

Senator John F. Kerry, Senator Paul G.
Kirk, Michael E. Capuano, Edward J. Mar-
key, Barney Frank, Richard E. Neal, John W.

Olver, William D. Delahunt, James P.
McGovern, John F. Tierney, Stephen F.
Lynch, Niki Tsongas.e
———
TRIBUTE TO LTG STEPHEN M.
SPEAKES
e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,

today I recognize the distinguished
service of LTG Stephen M. Speakes as
he prepares to retire after 35 years of
exceptional service to this Nation as an
officer of the U.S. Army. I have had the
pleasure to work with General Speakes
over the last several years as he served
as the Army deputy chief of staff, G-8,
a position in which he was responsible
for matching the service’s resources to
the needs of our soldiers. His compas-
sionate leadership, unwavering com-
mitment and selfless dedication are ex-
emplified in his enumerable contribu-
tions throughout his distinguished ca-
reer.

General Speakes was commissioned
as an armor officer in 1974. He began
his career with troop-leading assign-
ments in the 3d Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment at Fort Bliss, TX, and the Third
Brigade, Third Infantry Division in
Aschaffenburg, Germany. He com-
manded the 2d Squadron, 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment at Bad Kissingen,
and the 2d ‘‘Blackjack’ Brigade in the
First Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, TX.
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General Speakes’ service also in-
cludes assignments on the Joint Staff
with the srategic arms reduction talks
nuclear negotiations team in the Joint
Staff’s Jb Directorate for Strategic
Plans and Policy, as a war planner in
the Joint Staff’s J7 Directorate for
Operational Plans and Joint Force De-
velopment, and on the Army Staff’s
Force Development Directorate. A
graduate of the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point, General Speakes re-
ceived a master’s degree in government
from Georgetown University and was a
fellow at Harvard University’s John F.
Kennedy $School of Government. At
Harvard, he coauthored a study of U.N.
peace enforcement, ‘‘A Blue Helmet
Combat Force.”

His senior assignments include a tour
in Europe beginning in 1997 as the V
Corps G3 and chief of staff. He then
served as the deputy G3 at U.S. Army
Forces Command before assignment as
the chief of staff of the IIT Corps in Au-
gust 2001. From August 2002 thru June
2003, General Speakes served as the as-
sistant division commander of the 4th
Infantry Division, Mechanized, and de-
ployed in that capacity for Operation
Iraqi Freedom. In June 2003, he de-
parted Tikrit, Iraq, and reported to Ku-
wait as the deputy commanding gen-
eral, Third U.S. Army and Coalition
Forces Land Component Command.
While there, he oversaw the redeploy-
ment of 250,000 soldiers and marines as
the United States executed the first
Iraq force rotation. Returning to the
United States, General Speakes served
as the director, force development on
the G-8 staff from August 2004 to De-
cember 2006 before assuming his cur-
rent responsibilities.

His lovely wife, Mrs. Gigi Speakes,
has supported General Speakes and all
the members of his commands in every
assignment for the past 30 years. She
has been integral to all the contribu-
tions that this Army team has been
able to make to soldiers, the Army and
the Nation. She is an outstanding vol-
unteer in all aspects of her service to
the Army.

The Speakes are the epitome of an
Army family. Clearly, General and
Mrs. Speakes’ greatest achievement
was the raising of two incredible sons,
Grant and Brennan. Both are Army of-
ficers who have served on multiple de-
ployments in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Their continued success
in the military is the fruit of their par-
ents’ enduring love and dedication to
them and other junior soldiers.

On behalf of the Senate and the
United States of America, I thank Gen-
eral Speakes, his wife Gigi, and his en-
tire family for the commitment, sac-
rifice, and contribution that they have
made throughout his honorable mili-
tary service. I congratulate them on
completing an exceptional and success-
ful career, and wish them the greatest
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